《Geneva Study Bible – Jonah》(Author Unknown)
Commentator

The Geneva Bible is the Bible with marginal notes authored by John Calvin, John Knox, Miles Coverdale, and many other leaders of the Reformation. The Geneva Bible was the predominant English translation during the period in which the English and Scottish Reformations gained great impetus. Iain Murray, in his classic work on revival and the interpretation of prophecy, The Puritan Hope, notes, "... the two groups in England and Scotland developed along parallel lines, like two streams originating at one fountain. The fountain was not so much Geneva, as the Bible which the exiles newly translated and issued with many marginal notes... it was read in every Presbyterian and Puritan home in both realms".

The Cambridge Geneva Bible of 1591 was the edition carried by the Pilgrims when they fled to America. As such, it directly provided much of the genius and inspiration which carried those courageous and faithful souls through their trials, and provided the spiritual, intellectual and legal basis for establishment and flourishing of the colonies. Thus, it became the foundation for establishment of the American Nation. This heritage makes it a Celestial Article indeed! And a treasured possession for any free man!

The 1560 Geneva Bible was the first to have Bible chapters divided into numbered verses. The translation is the work of religious leaders exiled from England after the death of King Edward VI in 1553. Almost every chapter has marginal notes to create greater understanding of scripture. The marginal notes often reflected Calvinistic and Protestant reformation influences, not yet accepted by the Church of England. King James I in the late 16th century pronounced the Geneva Bible marginal notes as being: "partial, untrue, seditious, and savouring of dangerous and traitorous conceits." In every copy of each edition the word "breeches" rather than "aprons" was used in Genesis 3:7, which accounts for why the Geneva Bible is sometime called the "Breeches" Bible. The Church of England never authorized or sanctioned the Geneva Bible. However, it was frequently used, without authority, both to read the scripture lessons, and to preach from. It was pre-eminent as a household Bible, and continued so until the middle of the 17th century. The convenient size, cheap price, chapters divided into numbered verses and extensive marginal notes were the cause of it's popularity

The Geneva Bible is a critical, yet almost completely forgotten part of the Protestant Reformation. Driven out of England by the persecutions of Bloody Mary, several future leaders of the Reformation came to Geneva to create a pure and accurate translation of the Holy Writ. Concerned about the influence that the Catholic Church had on the existing translations of the Bible from the Latin, these men turned to the original Hebrew and Greek texts to produce the Geneva Bible. This made the Geneva Bible the first complete Bible to be translated into English from the original Hebrew and Greek texts.

The creation of the Geneva Bible was a substantial undertaking. Its authors spent over two years, working diligently day and night by candlelight, to finish the translation and the commentaries. The entire project was funded by the exiled English congregation in Geneva, making the translation a work supported by the people and not by an authoritarian church or monarch.

All the marginal commentaries were finished by 1599, making the 1599 edition of the Geneva Bible the most complete study aide for Biblical scholars and students. This edition does not contain the Apocrypha. The Apocrypha's notes are minimal or absent in other editions. Additional highlights of this edition include maps of the Exodus route and Joshua's distribution of land, a name and subject index, and Psalms sung by the English congregation in Geneva.

The greatest distinction of the Geneva Bible, however, is the extensive collection of marginal notes that it contains. Prominent Reformation leaders such as John Calvin, John Knox, Miles Coverdale, William Whittingham, Theodore Beza, and Anthony Gilby wrote the majority of these notes in order to explain and interpret the scriptures. The notes comprise nearly 300,000 words, or nearly one-third the length of the Bible itself, and they are justifiably considered the most complete source of Protestant religious thought available.

Owing to the marginal notes and the superior quality of the translation, the Geneva Bible became the most widely read and influential English Bible of the 16th and 17th centuries. It was continually printed from 1560 to 1644 in over 200 different editions. It was the Bible of choice for many of the greatest writers, thinkers, and historical figures of the Reformation era. William Shakespeare's plays and the writings of John Milton and John Bunyan were clearly influenced by the Geneva Bible. Oliver Cromwell issued a pamphlet containing excerpts from the Geneva Bible to his troops during the English Civil War. When the Pilgrims set sail on the Mayflower they took with them exclusively the Geneva Bible.

The marginal notes of the Geneva Bible enraged the Catholic Church, since the notes deemed the act of confession to men 'the Catholic Bishops' as unjustified by Holy Script. Man should confess to God only; man's private life was man's private life. The notes also infuriated King James, since they allowed disobedience to tyrannical kings. King James went so far as to make ownership of the Geneva Bible a felony. He then proceeded to make his own version of the Bible, but without the marginal notes that had so disturbed him. Consequently, during King James's reign, and into the reign of Charles I, the Geneva Bible was gradually replaced by the King James Bible.

01 Chapter 1 
1:1 Now the word of the LORD came a unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, 


The Argument - When Jonah had long prophesied in Israel and had little profited, God gave him specific charge to go and denounce his judgments against Nineveh, the chief city of the Assyrians, because he had appointed that those who were of the heathen, should convert by the mighty power of his word. And this was so that within three days preaching, Israel might see how horribly they had provoked Gods wrath, who for the space of so many years, had not converted to the Lord, for so many prophets and such diligent preaching. He prophesied under Jonah, and Jeroboam; ( 2 Kings 14:25 ). 
(a) After he had preached a long time in Israel: and so Ezekiel, after he had prophesied in Judah for a time, had visions in Babylon; ( Ezekiel 1:1 ). 

1:2 Arise, go to b Nineveh, that c great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me. 

(b) For seeing the great obstipation of the Israelites, he sent his Prophet to the Gentiles, that they might provoke them to repentance, or at least make them inexcusable: for Nineveh was the chief city of the Assyrians. 
(c) For as authors write, it contained in circuit about forty-eight miles, and had 1500 towers, and at this time there were 120,000 children in it; ( Jonah 4:11 ). 

1:3 But Jonah rose up to d flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD, and went down to e Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the f presence of the LORD. 


(d) By which he declares his weakness, that would not promptly follow the Lords calling, but gave place to his own reason, which persuaded him that he would not profit these people at all, seeing he had done such little good among his own people; ( Jonah 4:2 ). 
(e) Which was the haven, and port to take shipping there, also called Joppa. 
(f) From that vocation to which God had called him, and in which he would have assisted him. 

1:5 Then the mariners were afraid, and cried every man unto his god, and cast forth the wares that [were] in the ship into the sea, to lighten [it] of them. But Jonah was gone down g into the sides of the ship; and he lay, and was fast asleep. 

(g) As one that would have cast off this care and concern by seeking rest and quietness. 

1:6 So the shipmaster came to him, and said unto him, What meanest thou, O sleeper? arise, call upon thy h God, if so be that God will think upon us, that we perish not. 

(h) As they had called on their idols, which declares that idolaters have no rest nor certainty, but in their troubles seek what they do not even know. 

1:7 And they said every one to his fellow, Come, and let us cast i lots, that we may know for whose cause this evil [is] upon us. So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah. 

(i) Which declares that the matter was very extreme and in doubt, which was Gods way of getting them to test for the cause: and this may not be done except in matters of great importance. 

1:14 Wherefore they cried unto the LORD, and said, k We beseech thee, O LORD, we beseech thee, let us not perish for this mans life, and lay not upon us innocent blood: for thou, O LORD, hast done as it pleased thee. 

(k) This declares that the very wicked in their time of need flee to God for help, and also that they are touched with a certain fear of shedding mans blood, whereas they know no manifest sign of wickedness. 

1:16 Then the men l feared the LORD exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice unto the LORD, and made vows. 

(l) They were touched with a certain repentance of their past life, and began to worship the true God by whom they saw themselves as wonderfully delivered. But this was done for fear, and not from a pure heart and affection, neither according to Gods word. 

1:17 Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the m belly of the fish three days and three nights. 

(m) Thus the Lord would chastise his Prophet with a most terrible spectacle of death, and by this also strengthened and encouraged him of his favour and support in this duty which was commanded him. 

02 Chapter 2 
2:1 Then Jonah prayed unto the LORD his God a out of the fishs belly, 

(a) Being now swallowed up by death, and seeing no remedy to escape, his faith broke out to the Lord, knowing that out of this very hell he was able to deliver him. 

2:2 And said, I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the LORD, and he heard me; out of the belly b of hell cried I, [and] thou heardest my voice. 

(b) For he was now in the fishes belly as in a grave or place of darkness. 

2:4 Then I said, I am c cast out of thy sight; yet I will look again toward thy holy temple. 

(c) This declared what his prayer was, and how he laboured between hope and despair, considering the neglect of his vocation, and Gods judgments for it: but yet in the end faith gained the victory. 

2:6 I went down to the bottoms of the mountains; the earth with her bars [was] about me for ever: yet hast thou brought up my d life from corruption, O LORD my God. 

(d) You have delivered me from the belly of the fish and all these dangers, as it were raising me from death to life. 

2:8 They that observe lying e vanities forsake their own f mercy. 

(e) Those that depend upon anything except on God alone. 
(f) They refuse their own felicity, and that goodness which they would otherwise receive from God. 

03 Chapter 3 
3:1 And the word of the LORD came unto a Jonah the second time, saying, 

(a) This is a great declaration of Gods mercy, that he receives him again, and sends him forth as his Prophet, who had before shown such great weakness. 

3:3 So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceeding b great city of three days journey. 

(b) See 
3:4 And Jonah began to enter into the city a days c journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown. 

(c) He went forward one day in the city and preached, and so he continued until the city was converted. 

3:5 So the people of Nineveh d believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of them. 

(d) For he declared that he was a Prophet sent to them from God, to make known his judgments against them. 

3:7 And he caused [it] to be proclaimed and published through Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles, saying, Let neither man nor e beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing: let them not feed, nor drink water: 

(e) Not that the dumb beasts had sinned or could repent, but that by their example man might be astonished, considering that for his sin the anger of God hung over all creatures. 

3:8 But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and f cry mightily unto God: yea, let them turn every one from his evil way, and from the violence that [is] in their hands. 

(f) He exhorted that the men should earnestly call to God for mercy. 

3:9 g Who can tell [if] God will turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that we perish not? 

(g) For partly from the threatening of the prophet, and partly from his own conscience, he doubted whether God would show them mercy. 

3:10 And God saw their h works, that they turned from their evil way; and i God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto them; and he did [it] not. 

(h) That is, the fruits of their repentance, which proceeded from faith, which God had planted by the ministry of his Prophet. 
(i) See 
04 Chapter 4 
4:1 But it displeased a Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry. 

(a) Because by this he would be taken as a false prophet, and so the name of God, which he preached, would be blasphemed. 

4:2 And he prayed unto the LORD, and said, I pray thee, O LORD, [was] not this my saying, when I was yet in my country? Therefore I fled before unto b Tarshish: for I knew that thou [art] a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil. 


(b) Read ( Jonah 1:3 ). 

4:3 Therefore now, O LORD, take, I beseech thee, my life c from me; for [it is] better for me to die than to live. 

(c) Thus he prayed from grief, fearing that Gods name by this forgiveness might be blasphemed, as though he sent his Prophets forth to make known his judgments in vain. 

4:4 Then said the LORD, Doest thou well to be d angry? 

(d) Will you judge when I do things for my glory, and when I do not? 

4:5 So Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east side of the city, and there made him a booth, and sat under it in the shadow, e till he might see what would become of the city. 

(e) For he doubted as yet whether God would show them mercy or not, and therefore after forty days he departed out of the city, to see what God would do. 

4:6 And the LORD God prepared a f gourd, and made [it] to come up over Jonah, that it might be a shadow over his head, to deliver him from his grief. So Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd. 

(f) Which was a further means to cover him from the heat of the sun, as he remained in his booth. 

4:9 And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to be angry for the gourd? And he said, I do well to be g angry, [even] unto death. 

(g) This declares the great inconveniences into which Gods servants fall when they give place to their own affections, and do not in all things willingly submit themselves to God. 

4:11 And should h not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than sixscore thousand persons that i cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand; and [also] much cattle? 

(h) Thus God mercifully reproves him who would pity himself and this gourd, and yet would keep God from showing his compassion to so many thousand people. 
(i) Meaning that they were children and infants. 

